FOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the FOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL on Thursday 12 October 2023 at 7:30pm in FOXLEY VILLAGE HALL.
Present:  Nicky Mears (NM), Giles Blatchford (GWB), Mark Watson (MW), Gillian Blyth (GB), Linda Rose (LR) Ali Blatchford (Clerk).     Members of the public – 1 Resident
1. [bookmark: _Int_TXArh5vV]Apologies for absence Gordon Bambridge (Breckland Councillor).
2. Declarations of interest by Council Members in items on the agenda and any applications for dispensation:   No new interests declared.
3. The minutes of the meeting held on 3 August 2023 were approved and signed. 
· Proposed by GWB	 Seconded by GB	
4. Items raised from last meeting and on the minutes and not on this agenda – report progress:
4.1. Drains on The Street – Opposite Church Farm Barns and Lawrence Place; though the drain had been cleaned out it still does not drain.  Highways are investigating this.    NM highlighted that the drains on the street are covered in straw and not working in heavy rain.   Clerk to contact Highways, cc Bill Borrett as this seems to be an ongoing problem.
4.2. [bookmark: _Int_pIxyrjlF]Lay-by on A1067 going towards Fakenham regarding cutting back of vegetation – Highways have visited Layby, a report is to be completed and then they will get a quote for work.  Clerk to monitor and chase.
4.3. Straw and Mud on the Street.  Highways was contacted regarding the overhanging hedges/trees on “The Street” as they are pulling off straw from passing vehicles. Highways asked FPC to send letters to residents that have hedges/trees that need trimming before they take any action.   Clerk sent letters to residents and many hedges/trees have been trimmed.   
4.3.1. St Thomas Church has a TPO on the Yew Tree and is in the process of getting this looked at and Planning permission applied to cut back the Trees.  
4.3.2. The Oak Tree on the boundary of Cranfield House and Jaydee, is not owned by either property so Highways to be advised of this.
4.4. The layby signages from Breckland for Dog Fouling and Fly tipping, a Breckland representative visited the two lay-bys and confirmed that new posts would be need FPC to purchase, Clerk to purchase two Aluminium Posts at cost of £140.90. Clerk to check with Breckland if there was any preferred place to site the posts/signs.
4.5. Mobile Surveillance Cameras – Breckland District Council have been advised that we are very keen to have these cameras in our laybys – Clerk is still awaiting to hear back from Breckland DC.
4.6. Highways and the Government grant to deliver local highway improvements (PP Scheme).   GWB contacted Linda McDermott, Area Programme Engineer who advised GWB to contact Matthew Lines, our Local Highway Engineer to seeking his advice and help pricing up the proposed PP Schemes. On 27 Sept GB emailed Matthew Lines with proposed TRODs for the proposed applications.   GWB is still waiting to hear back for possible site visit.
4.7. “The Street” sign is missing from the triangle by the Main Road – Highways have advised that they have “assessed the defect, and it does not currently meet their intervention criteria”. Clerk to contact Highways to see if the two posts can be removed as they are not replacing the sign.
4.8. Leeds Trust:   NM advised that Barclays Mandate to change the signatories and Administrator for the Leeds Trust has now happened and Browns & Co are now organising the next meeting to discuss the disturbing the available funds.
4.9. Free WiFi in the Village Hall. – the company doing this has been in contact and have arranged a site visit with NM on the 18 October 2023 PM.
4.10. Memorial to the Airman who died in Foxley:  LR advised that she has an appointment with Howells Stonemasons to discuss adding the names to the original War Memorial.
5. Planning applications.
5.1. Church View, Chapel Road, NR20 4QS - 3PL/2023/0825/HOU - Conversion of garage attached to dwelling for use as self-contained annex - family use only.   
Councillor's comments made to the planning department – ‘one part of the application states family use only another states for family use and as a Holiday Let.  Can this be clarified prior to further comments?’ 
5.2. Platinum Farm, The Street, NR20 4QP – 3PL/2023/0898/HOU - Single storey rear extension and first floor rear extension – No objections – Councillors Comments – Well-presented logical step extending the house without significant visual impact on the surroundings.
6. Finance:
6.1. Clerks Salary: 
1 August 2023 to 30 September 2023				23 hours
Total salary for the period 1 August 2023 to 30 September 	£326.83 
6.2. Summary of Accounts for the period from 1 August 2023 to 30 September 2023. 
· Proposed by MW	 Seconded by GB.  
6.3. Additional Payment discussed:
6.3.1. St Thomas Church:  Various receipts received for grass cutting and cleaning church all and verge received, totalling £591.50 - Payment of £530 as per budget.
6.3.2. [bookmark: _Int_5RlkxG0l]Foxley Village Hall:  2 receipts received – Ace Fire and Breckland DC Licence premises Licence - Payment of 234.10 (outstanding from budget £295.90)
6.4. Authorise payments: 
Clerks Salary:			£326.83 
St Thomas Church, Foxley: 	£530.00 
Village Hall Committee:  	£234.10  
· Proposed by MW 	Seconded by GWB
7. Financial Regulations:  The clerk has updated the financial regulations and approved by the council. 
· Proposed by GWB 	Seconded by GB.
8. Budget for 2024/25 was proposed by GWB, and it was decided to leave confirming them until the next meeting when the Precept information is available from Breckland DC.
9. Breckland DC have asked for another survey to be carried out in respect to their Local Planning Policy The reason for this is - They have said its purpose is “amplifying the consultative process to reach as many and varied groups as possible”. They have specifically mentioned that they want to reach more ‘young people’.  It was decided as the council completed the original survey and that they did not have more to add this one. GWB will go through the new survey to check if there were any significant changes from the previous survey completed.
10. Matters raised by the residents – A resident is concerned by the speed of traffic going down Mill Road once the 20MPH speed limit ends.  He highlighted that this Road (Lane) is now very narrow with an increase in traffic travelling at speed which is hazardous for, pedestrians, cyclists, etc as vehicles cannot give the new Highway regulations of 1.5mtr distance from cyclists/pedestrians.  They asked if the Council could help in:
10.1. Extending the 20MPH speed to the whole of Mill Road
10.2. See if Mill Road could become a Residents and Services Access only road.
Clerk to contact Highways and to cc Bill Borrett

11. Matters going forward:
Next Parish Council Meeting will be on the 11 January 2024, at 7.00pm at Foxley Village Hall.  			
Meeting closed 20:31


Signed …………………………………………   Chair     Dated…………………………………………
