
Foxley Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting of Foxley Parish Council held on Thursday 12th May 2022 at 7:30 pm in Foxley Village Hall
Present: N. Mears (NM), M Watson (MW), G Blyth (GB), G Blatchford (GWB), Mrs L Rose (clerk).
Members of the public: 3
1. Apologies for Absence: none
2. Election of Officers:
Chairman: N Mears - Proposed by MW, seconded by GWB, unanimously re-elected 
Vice Chairman: M Watson - Proposed by NM, seconded by GB, unanimously re-elected
3     Minutes of the previous Annual Foxley Parish Council Meeting dated 24th May 2021 were accepted. Proposed GB Seconded GWB
4     Chairman’s report for 2021 -22
 It Has been good to be able to resume normal Council meetings in the Hall this year after the disruption of the Pandemic.
Due to the efforts of the Village Hall Committee and a financial contribution from the Council the external area of the Village Hall has been revamped with a pathway, new gravel surface, a Patio and new external Storage Shed. This has been a vast improvement and the hall now bears hardly any resemblance to the dilapidated building that existed 25 years ago. Well done to all involved over the years who have been involved and contributed.
Efforts to secure a piece of land in the Village for a Children’s Playground have unfortunately proved unsuccessful, but maybe it is something we can return to in the future. After much bureaucratic nonsense we have finally achieved the erection of a Litter Bin and another Dog Bin in the Village. The perennial problems of Litter, Potholes, Blocked Drains and Speeding have again dominated Council affairs. Obtaining any cooperation or action from the relevant authorities proves to be as difficult as ever.
After operating with a full quota of councillors for a while we are again down to 4, but hopefully in the not-too-distant future we will be back up to 5 again.
My thanks are extended to my fellow councillors for their time and contributions, but most of all to our Clerk, Linda, for her diligence, efficiency and time spent on holding together our Parish Council.
A new Clerk will have a lot to live up to!
Nicholas Mears	 Chairman.								May 2022

5 Clerk’s Financial Report:
Clerk’s Financial Report for the year April 2021 – March 2022
Current account
Opening balance 1st April 202 … £7641	       Closing balance 31st March 2022… £2559.82
Business saver account
Opening balance 1st April 2021 …£2479.82         Closing balance 31st March 2021… £2480.06
TOTAL at end of March 2021… £10,121
TOTAL at end of March 2022 …. £ 5,040
2018 -19 : Receipts for the year £ 7,305 and total expenditure for the year £8,193  
2019 - 20 : Receipts for the year £ 4,703  and total expenditure for the year £3,567
2020 -21 : Receipts for the year £4701  and total expenditure for the year £3803
2021-22 : Receipts for the year £4700  and total expenditure for the year £ 8681
Our overall bank balance of £5040 is now at a much more acceptable amount for a parish council of our size and precept. Last year we were finally able to purchase the dog and litter bins, and although I cannot comment on how much the dog bin has been used the litter bin by the bus stop is being well used. Our biggest expense for the year was £4800 to upgrade Foxley Village Hall car park. We should be able to reclaim some of the cost of the bins and car park expenses in VAT (£874) but we are still waiting for that to be returned. 
Linda Rose                Clerk to Foxley Parish Council 			May 2022
6 Village Hall Committee’s report 
After a very quiet couple of years Foxley Village Hall has slowly started to come to life. 
Coffee mornings have resumed and the number of residents attending has been growing steadily, bolstered by several residents from Bawdeswell. The indoor bowls has resumed twice a week and the table tennis group have continued to meet on a Wednesday evening. A new venture has been the start of the Zen Chi Flow group that meet on a Friday morning, I am not sure if it is the exercise or the coffee and chat that follows that is proving the attraction for residents but it is encouraging to see some of our older residents joining in.
We would like the hall to be used more often and hope to attract other clubs and activities in the future. 
Our finances are very healthy with over £9,000 in total in our reserve and current account at the end of March 2022.
The car park has been resurfaced and paving slabs laid to the side of the hall and this has given us some room to put tables outside, so we are looking forward to being able to sit outside and enjoy the sunshine this summer! Our thanks to the Parish council for their help in this.
The village hall committee held a harvest lunch in October and special Christmas Coffee Morning at Christmas but are now beginning to plan more for the year ahead, including a quiz night and afternoon tea for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations. However, planning and carrying out events for the village needs an active and committed group of people to be on the committee and at the moment there are only 6 members. We need to attract more people to help out and bring fresh ideas.
My thanks, as ever, go to Gillian Blyth our treasurer and all members of the committee.           
                                                  
 Linda Rose            	Secretary Village Hall Committee			May 2022


