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Minutes of the ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING for FOXLEY held on the 24th May 2021 AT 7:30 pm in Foxley Village Hall
Present: N. Mears (NM), M Watson (MW), G Blyth (GB), Mrs L Rose (clerk).
1. Apologies for Absence: Gordon Bambridge, Helen Hemingray
2. Election of Officers:
Chairman: N Mears - Proposed by G B, seconded by MW, unanimously re-elected 
Vice Chairman: M Watson - Proposed by NM, seconded by NM, unanimously re-elected
3. Election of councillors: NM welcomed Giles Blatchford (GWB) who was co-opted as a parish councillor for Foxley Parish council and signed the ‘Acceptance of Office form’
4      Co-option of Committee Members: n/a
5      Minutes of Last Annual Foxley Parish Council Meeting dated 9th July 2020 were agreed (proposed GB, seconded MW) and signed.
6      CHAIRMANS REPORT 
Our year has been dominated by the Coronavirus Pandemic which has dominated our lives to an extent we could not have envisaged 18 months ago. Unable to hold any Public meetings in the Village Hall because of the restrictions we have had to resort to Zoom meetings to conduct Parish affairs, a concept alien to any of us a few years ago. It has however allowed us to function but at a less personal level.
Despite our objections our two new housing developments have gone ahead at Old Fakenham Rd and at the Top of The Street and are now almost complete, and we welcome the new residents to the Village. We also seem to have had an unusually large amount of house sales in the Village, with many long- standing residents departing and we hope the new occupiers will become involved in Village Life.
The usual problems have dominated Parish affairs, fly tipping, litter, speeding concerns, increasing dog fouling, blocked drains and a large amount of pot holes. It has been difficult to make progress with many of the problems, due to Covid restrictions and District and County Councils being fully occupied with the Pandemic.
I extend my thanks to fellow Councillors, but most of all to our Clerk Linda, who has carried on regardless and held us together as a Council, Thank You.
We hope now restrictions are being lifted, and the Vaccination programme continues, that we can return to some sort of normality in our own lives and as a Parish Council can meet again in Public and attempt to resolve some of the issues
Nicholas Mears		Chairman	 				May 2021


7     Clerk’s Financial Report for the year April 2021 – March 2022
Current account                                                                                                                                            Opening balance 1st April 2020 … £6744	         Closing balance 31st March 2021… £7641
Business saver account                                                                                                                                                  Opening balance 1st April 2020 … £2479	         Closing balance 31st March 2021… £2480
TOTAL at end of March 2020 .... £9,223	             TOTAL at end of March 2021 …. £ 10,121
2018 -19 : Receipts for the year £ 7,305 and total expenditure for the year £8,193                            2019 - 20 : Receipts for the year £ 4,703  and total expenditure for the year £3,567                                               2020 -21 : Receipts for the year £4701  and total expenditure for the year £3803
As you can see, we have a very healthy bank balance – too healthy at present. This is largely due to the covid pandemic but our balance should only be about half our precept, for us that is £2350 (unless of course we are saving for a specific purpose) so we need to spend some money. The provision of dog/litter bins is our only current project, and that won’t, I hope, cost several thousand pounds
Linda Rose                Clerk to Foxley Parish Council 					May 21
8  Village Hall Committee’s report: May 2021
The government’s covid restrictions have inevitably made this a very quiet year for Foxley Village Hall. We have only been able to hold one Coffee Moring in August, no FAB meetings have been possible and we have been unable to hold any village events. The Table Tennis group were able to meet during the summer but the indoor bowls and other groups have not met.
The finances of the village hall are sound, with £16,651.46 in the current account and £9,857.83 in the reserve account a total of £26,509.29. This is largely due to the £10,000 donation from the government to cope with the corona virus. This is too much money and we will need to spend it – but spend it wisely! Maintenance of the hall is always a high priority for the committee and there are several small projects that could be tackled, but after considerable discussion we had hoped to use the extra money to finance an extension of the kitchen and the opening of a second serving hatch. This proved too expensive and we have decided to fund a shed to give us more storage space and to improve the outside space by resurfacing the car park and laying paving to the side of the hall to give us some room to put tables outside.
We would like the hall to be used more often and hope to attract other clubs and activities in the future. 
There has been a change of personnel; Pam has left the village and the booking of the hall is now in Helen Mear’s capable hands. After many years on the committee ill health has forced Wendy Dack to resign. We thank both Pam and Wendy for their help and commitment over the years.
My thanks, as ever, go to Gillian Blyth our treasurer and all members of the committee.           
 Linda Rose            		 Secretary Village Hall Committee		May 2021

Meeting ended at 7:51 pm



