
 FOXLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Foxley Parish Council on Thursday 27th July 2017, Foxley Village Hall. at 7:30 pm
Present: Mr N Mears (Chairman), Mr N Hatch (vice-chairman), Mr J Harvey, Mr D Barrett, Mrs L Rose (clerk) Mr G Bambridge (District Councillor) and 13 parishioners
1.  Apologies for absence: none.
2.  No declarations of Interest by Council Members in items on the agenda and any applications for dispensation. None 
3.  Minutes of the previous meeting of 18th May 2017 signed. Proposed: NM, Seconded DB Approved

4.  Co-option of Mark Watson as councillor on Foxley Parish Council: Proposed NM, Seconded DB Unanimously approved. The chairman welcomed Mark and he completed and signed the ‘Declaration of Acceptance of Office’ form.



     



5. Reporting on items from previous meeting – Mazars form completed but some councillors were not happy that Mazars considered the funds held by the council to be too great given the size of the precept.

 6. Planning Matters: 18 dwellings on Old Fakenham Rd – still no decision although there have been several changes to the plans. NM suggested that the council ask GB to put the planning proposal before the planning committee of 4th September 2017. Council need to provide a member to speak on council’s behalf.
7. Future of St. Thomas's Church. JH as Churchwarden is expecting to move away in due course. He reported on the situation arising. For many years now, the congregation has been small, as in many other rural churches. But, the problem is that we are all that much older! There is no one wanting to take on the jobs of warden, treasurer, secretary or deanery rep. So, with great regret the PCC feels that the process of transferring the church management to the Diocesan Churches Trust, which can take up to two years, should be started. The first step is consultation with Foxley Parish residents, hence tonight's Agenda item. This will be followed by a letter and a Public Meeting on 25th.September in the village hall.
Under DCT management there will be about six Services a year, plus weddings and funerals, there will still be a need for some cleaning and flower arranging and Linda Rose kindly offered to lead a "Friends of St. Thomas’s", should this come about. Should some younger churchgoers arrive in the village, as has frequently saved the day during my 25 years here, then the DCT route can be aborted.
8. Bus stop/shelter: It has now been moved to the Chapel Road crossing and poles with bus stop flags have been erected. A small sub-committee (NM, MW and LR) to look into the suitable design and location of a bus shelter.
9.  Finance

9.1 Summary of Accounts for the period from 18th May 2017 to 27th July 2017 approved and signed.
9.2 Payments listed at the foot of the minutes approved and signed.
10.  Members of the public again raised the verge on the corner of the Old Fakenham Rd and Mill Road which has not been cut – Clerk has reported this to Highways and this is being investigated as they do not recognise this as council land. Leaves on the z-bends of Old Fakenham Rd. Pot hole in Mill Rd on bend and mud on the road around the post box. 

11.  Correspondence:  clerk put out correspondence from Vanguard Wind Farm for residents to view. AGM of Village Hall Committee on August 16th
12. Resignation of Councillor; NM accepted the resignation of JH. He expressed the council’s grateful thanks and appreciation for his years of service to the council. GB added his thanks on behalf of Breckland Council for all John’s help and support.

13 Date of future meetings: Thursday 12th October 2017 and 7th December 2017
Signed by Chairman…………………………………..

                              Date………………………………

